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CADPAAC and CMHDA, in partnership with California Department of Mental Health and Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs, local providers, and stakeholders, recognize that our various teams need to work together when it comes to serving the overlapping populations that are in need of services.  We commit to work as partners in our systems so that each system will prioritize helping the other to do its job effectively.  By modeling this type of partnership, we will transmit the same message to our provider systems, so that each service provider will collaborate effectively with other providers; in order that, clients and families with any combination of mental health and alcohol and other drug issues or disorders are appropriately engaged in the services they want and need.

Our collective vision is that all persons seeking alcohol or other drug services or mental health services in California will have the opportunity to experience a comprehensive, continuous, seamless system of care that supports them in pursuit of their individual wellness and recovery.

Services in California will be client and family focused, culturally competent, and co-occurring capable, and provided along a continuum.  We recognize this diverse population with complex needs and levels of severity requires a wide array of programs and services.  

Every point of entry into alcohol and other drug and mental health services will conduct a screening for co-occurring disorders in order to assure the provision of necessary assessment, linkage and follow-up.  Ideally, the continuum should use promising practices in the field, including:

· Persons with serious mental illness and serious alcohol and other drug use disorders should receive integrated services from one team with one plan for one person.

· Persons with serious alcohol and other drug use disorders and less serious or less severe mental health issues should receive alcohol and other drug abuse services that also address the mental health issues.

· Persons with serious mental health issues and less serious or less severe alcohol and other drug use issues should receive mental health services that also address the alcohol and other drug abuse issues.

· Persons with a lower level severity or no mental health issue and a lower level of severity or no alcohol or other drug use disorder should receive early intervention or prevention services, as appropriate.

We will pursue opportunities for transformation in areas of workforce development, finance, information technology, and effective practices.

We will support the development of a statewide standardized approach to the process of screening and assessment to ensure consistency including treatment matching in the service continuum in order to improve client outcomes.

We will implement cross training and skill development activities to enhance core competencies in serving clients with co-occurring disorders.

We will acknowledge and respect the distinct and unique qualifications and professional services provided by our respective fields. We recognize our agencies and those we will serve are greatly enhanced by a strong and positive collaboration between our two fields.

